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Confidential settlement

The family of a woman killed in a
head-on collision while driving an Isuzu
Trooper has reached a confidential set-
tlement in its products-liability suit
against Isuzw Motors in St. Louis.

“It is a well-accepted prineiple of
crashworthiness that vehicle structure
should be designed to minimize intru-
sion into the passenger compartment
and maintain occupant space,” said
Chad C. Luecas, Kansas City plaintiffs’
attorney, “The structure in the subject
Trooper was woelully inadequate.

Luces said Isuzu had done nothing to
correct structural problems with the
Trocper until the Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety notified Isuzu that it
intended to test the Trooper and release
the results to the public.

“We were able to identify the siructur-
al changes made by cutting open Troop-
ers manufactured before and after the
chapges,” he said. “Ihe changes were
obvious, simple and would have resonat-
ed with a jury”

On Jan. 21, 2005, Cynthia Sitz-
Davanzo was driving her two children
and §-year-old Jessica Goggio to schoal
in 8t. Charles County. As she drove her
1998 Trooper easthound on Mexico
Road, Brittainy Wise was driving a 1939
Land Rover Discovery in the opposite
direction. Wise, 16, loat contrel of her
SUV, crossed the centerline and hif the
Trooper head-on.

Sitz-Davanzo, 38, was wearing her lap
and shoulder beli, and her airbag
deployed. She was unconscious at the
scene and taken to 5t. John’s Mercy
Medical Center in St. Louis County,
where she was later pronounced dead.

Plaintiffs argued that the Trocper’s
safety cage was inadequaie o prolect a

driver in a frontal collision. They relied

on testing conducted by the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety and Lsuzu
Lo prove how the structure performed in
frontal impacts. During 40 mph tests,

the “A pillar” — or structural support in
front of the driver’s face — crushed rear-
ward, the steering wheel moved back
and up, and the roof rail and rocker pan-
els crumpled cnto themselves.

Tn a frontal collision, plaintiffs contend-
ed, that the crugh of the vehicle should be
limited to the engine compartment. The
engine compartment achs as a crush zone,
leaving the safety cage intact and pre-
serving survival space for the driver. In
this case, Sitz-Davanzo suffered fatal
head injuries as the structure and steer-
ing wheel collapsed onio ber.

Plaintiffs further argued that Isuzu
reinforced the safety cage in the model
year 2000 Troopers. Plaintiffs’ counsel
bought and disassembled a 1998 and
2000 Trooper to demonstrate that Isuzu
installed reinforcements in the A pillar,
roof rail and rocker sill. The extra steel
added weipht to the vehicle at a low
cost, and the redesigned safety cage was
stronger and safer.

According to plaintilfs, the difference
in safety performance during crash test-
ing was remarkable. The safety cage in
the 2000 Trooper stayed Intact and pre-
served the survival space. If this design
had been implemented earlier, plaintiffs
concluded, Sitz-Davanzo would have
survived the cellision.

Isuzu denied that the 1998 Trooper’s
design was defective.

During mediation, plaintiffs reached the
confidenrtial settlement with Isuzu, Before
suit was filed, plaintiffs also reached a
confidential settlement with Wise.

The family of Goggio, who was severe-
ly injured in the collision, reached a con-
fdential settlement with Isuzu and poli-
cy-limits settlements of $100,000 with
Wize and $100,000 with, Sitz-Davanzo’s
estabe in a companion case.

Christopher Speider; the “Righmond, ”

Va.-based attorney for Isuzu, did not
immediately respond to requesis for
comments.

— Anne C. Vitale
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Cynihia Sitz-Davanzo
was driving the 1998
Isuzu Trooper hil in 2
héad-on coliision. A
girl in the back seat
was seriously injured
in the crash and eatlier
reached a confidential
selliement with lsuzu.




