Cite this page 20 M.O.L.W. 855

September 4, 2006

Missouri Lawyers Weekly o 7

DaimlerCh;ysler settl

Automaker hit with one of many claims

es wrongful death case over seat failure

Confidential settlement
DaimlerChrysler settled a products lia-
bility case before it was even filed by the
family of 2 Kansas woman who died from
injuries suffered when the seat in her
Deodge Caravan collapsed during e crash.

Tha driver's seal of thke DafmlerGhrysler minivan shewn in trial phalo above collagsad when ls

The decedent’s 1997 Caravan was rear
ended by a 1998 Ford Explorer. During
the crash her seat collapsed baclewards.
She slid under her seatbelt and was
pushed into the rear of the minivan,
with witnesses on the scene finding her
in the third row seat with no apparent

s

roar ondel. The Kansas woman driving e minlvan died tollowlng the aceident. - .

8 minlvan was

external injuries. The woman suffered
internal injurics and eventually died.
According to plaintift's lawyer Brad
Kuhiman, DaimlerChrysler minivans
were subject to more than 100 personal
injtiry lawsuits in 2004 alone. That
same year the automaker was hit with a
$98 million punitive judgment over its

seat design.

“Tt, is a significant safety problem,”
Kuhlman said.

Defenge attorney Gary Cunainghiam
confirmed details of the case but
declined to offer further comment.

— Mike Nixon
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